(Insert Congressman’s Name, begins with “The Honorable…”)
(Insert Congressman’s Address)

(Insert Congressman’s City/State)

(Insert Date)

Dear Representative (insert Congressman’s Last Name),
As a practicing audiologist and your constituent, I urge you to co-sponsor the Medicare Hearing Health Care Enhancement Act of 2011 (H.R. 2140) introduced by Representative Mike Ross (D-AR). This legislation would give Medicare beneficiaries the option of going directly to a qualified audiologist for essential hearing and balance testing by eliminating the current requirement for a physician referral before seeing an audiologist for existing covered audiology services. Audiologists are highly-educated, healthcare professionals, licensed in all 50 states. In fact, they are the only professionals who are university trained and licensed to specifically identify, evaluate, diagnose, and treat hearing disorders. Audiologists must currently earn a professional doctoral degree (the Doctor of Audiology, or Au.D.), which typically involves 4 years of academic and clinical training in audiology, following a traditional 4-year bachelor’s degree, in order to enter the profession. Audiologists are trained to recognize problems requiring medical attention and to immediately refer such patients to a physician. 

The Medicare program should keep pace with other federal health care programs and private health plans that already allow Direct Access to audiologists. For example, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has allowed veterans Direct Access to audiologists for the past 17 years, with successful results. The Office of Personnel Management allows Federal employees and Members of Congress to directly access audiologists through the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program. Also, many private health plans, including most preferred provider organizations (PPOs), allow their enrollees Direct Access to audiologists. Direct access will reduce Medicare program expenses, while allowing more seniors with hearing loss to obtain the hearing diagnosis and treatment that they need in order to maintain independence and a high quality of life. 
Thank you for considering co-sponsorship of the Medicare Hearing Health Care Enhancement Act--important legislation that would ensure better hearing healthcare for Medicare beneficiaries with hearing loss! Please contact me if you have any questions, or if I can assist you in any way.

Respectfully,

(Insert your name, designation and professional title)

